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ABSTRACT

Background: In a given population, the magnitude and evolution of endogamy and exogamy are good
indicators of the distribution, structure and genetic heterogeneity. They are counted among the factors
ensuring social immobility and, consequently, the isolation of different genetic combinations. The main
objective, therefore, of our study is to determine the geographical endogamy rate in the Beni Ouarsous
region (north western Algeria).

Methods: To clucidate the social situation of this practice, a prospective study was conducted on 182
pairs sampled randomly between January and June of 2014. Indeed, based on the survey data, the
choice of spouse is treated by geographical origin (place of birth) and locality of residence before and
after marriage of both partners in the generation of the studied couples and their parents' generation.
Results: The results revealed high levels of spatial and social immobility endogamy. Compared with
other results from different Algerian regions, our results show that the population of Beni Ouarsous is a
closed population.

Conclusion: This analysis reveals some major points of the genetic aspect of spatial endogamy and its
impact on social immobility in the region of Beni Ouarsous in the Traras Mountains.
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